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DRAFT - September S, 1976 \)\v/v 
Archbishop Joseph Bernardine: 

As you are -aware, I have taken what I called a moderate po sition 

on abortion. I stated my oppostion to abortion on d emand as well 

as my disagreement with the Supreme Court's decision in 1973 

on this issue. 

In addition, I have had a long- standing belief that dealing with the 

problem by means of a Constitutional Amendment which would preclude 

any Federal activity in abortion cases went too far. 

I have held that there are clearly cases where legal abortions are 

necessary and morally proper. These are cases where pregnancy 

is the result of rape or incest, or where the mother's health and 

well- being are at stake. 

It has been my view that the best arnenclment was one which ·would 

allow the States to ta_'<.e action on the question, for they are better 

i suited to administer and eroeorce the procedures they enact. 

I have grave concern over the serious rlloral questions this entire 
--
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issue raises. I b"' -... -e been taught, and indeed I believe to this day, 

that each new life is a miracle of creation. To delilil·erately interfere 

with that creative process is a most serious act. 

It therefore disturbs me to discover that some engage in abortions 

for trivial, even frivolous reasons. It is evidence of a growing irreveranc ---for life in segrnents of our society. 



Go'-·crr.r..~ <2::1t s::ou ld not lool.:: to i.U:;c.:lf fo:- 2."-::;we; c- s t·,-, 01 :·o b~·:.::-.:--.:; 
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essential and basic insti tution s of church an.d. farnilf. 

Foster ing or promoting any religion or theology is OL~ts~C.~ the 

p:::-oper role of your gove rnment, a vie,v I trust you share 'vith rn.e ; 

but the protection of life, and indeed the le gal guar2.....TJ.tees£o:::-- the 

--..veak and U:.">).prctected are pre-eminently within the jurisdiction. of 

govern.-rnent. 

It is for this reason, that I fully embrace the sentiinents expressed 

' ' • · . c th R 1... 1 - 1 t ~ ' .. ' d L."J. tne aoortion secaon O .L e epu:.J1.1can p1.a Iorm --..v£Ucn •.va.s approve~ 

by o1.:r conver..tion to...is year in Kansas City. 

The is sue is complex and often difficult, but together as a 

peopl e of good wiE \~,--e can more precisely G.efine the proper role 

of govern.:rnent 0:1. tnis 1ssue. 

Sincerely, 

~ 




















































































